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ACT(ion) one: 
 
 
I first met Drew Cameron at a lecture he gave at 
UC Berkeley. A year later, I asked if he would 
come to my class and give a talk and demo about 
‘Combat Paper’ he said yes but that it takes a 
lot to bring the Hollander Beater with him. I 
asked if we could do a small scale paper making 
demo. He described a way to hammer (beat) the 
fibers apart, without the Hollander. He said we 
would need a sledge hammer and a thick piece of 
steel to beat on. We found a part of a railroad 
tie. I asked if he had some textile we could do 
the demo on. He had a small patch of an American 
flag, and that is what we used to demonstrate the 
process of paper making. Ehren Tool, a close 
friend, made a video and said he would use it to 
blackmail me at a later date(I am still 
waiting)*. One blow of the hammer, second blow, 
third, fourth and so on.  The flag very quickly 
broke apart. Stars and stripes spread like worms. 
Faster than I thought the flag was gone. We 
collected the ‘liberated fibers’(a phrase that 
Drew uses to describe the process of breaking the 
weave apart).  We added water and mixed them and 
then laid them out in the sun on a small screen 
we found. Later we peeled from the screen a small 
rectangle of paper the same size as the original 
flag. 
 
*see act(ion) seven   
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
ACT(ion) two:(for M Swaine by A Walsh) 
 
 
in this opening shot we are close up on a vertical 
row of holes, dark holes in a bright, flat but 
slightly textured field.  
something that appears to be thread, grey thread, 
emerges toward us from the topmost hole, moving 
forward and then looping downward  
into the darkness of the hole below. then from the 
next hole down, it’s back, coming toward us again. 
it’s sparkly, electrified, this gray thread, 
a swimming eel, a bright ribboning 
 
does the shot begin to slowly pull out? maybe it 
does, and thus we discover that the thread 
is actually a single silver hair 
and it’s coming from a person's head - your head, 
maybe.  
yes, you are seen somehow, sitting doing something. 
your hair is shimmering  
 
and the holes your hairs are sewing into form 
letters -  the vertical line we began with was the 
upstroke of an L  
the wider the shot, the more we see that these 
letters form a name 
a silver thread swimming into its perforations  
now, wider still, we see more than one name. 
 
the first name, it’s someone you once tried to save. 
the second name, it’s someone you wish you’d known. 
the third name, it’s a hero of yours. 
and so on.  
as many as you want.  

 



ACT(ion) three: 
 
 
 
 

“BOGOTÁ, Colombia — Between 1995 and 
2003, I served two terms as mayor of Bogotá. 
Like most cities in the world, Colombia’s 
capital had a great many problems that needed 
fixing and few people believed they could be 
fixed. 

 
As a professor of philosophy, I had 

little patience with conventional wisdom. 
When I was threatened by the leftist 
guerrilla group known as FARC, as hundreds of 
Colombian mayors were, I decided to wear a 
bulletproof vest. But mine had a hole cut in 
the shape of a heart over my chest. I wore 
that symbol of confidence, or defiance, for 
nine months.”  

--By ANTANAS MOCKUS JULY 16, 2015 the New 
York Times  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Please find some strong tape or rope, or 
tape and rope. Ask a friend to help you so 
you can tie/tape it around your chest.  
Then take this book that is, the one you 
are reading right now: COMBAT PAPER.  Get 
it placed right over your heart. As a kind 
of bullet proof vest. We, I wonder, you 
will wonder, how many pages it will take to 
stop the bullet, or even slow the bullet 
down enough. You wear the book every day. 
And every day you wish you could have 
pleaded with the different authors to write 
more. You wish the paper maker made a 
thicker paper.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
ACT(ion)four: 
 

A project that I find inspiring is called 
the Conflict Kitchen, located in Pittsburgh.  
It is a new takeout restaurant that only 
serves food from countries the United States 
is in conflict with. When I read about it 
several years ago, the sole menu item was a 
sandwich from Iran.  

"That's the only thing we're serving: 
kubideh, which is ground beef with sumac on 
top, with a little bit of parsley, basil, 
fresh mint and onion all wrapped in freshly 
baked barbari bread,” said Dawn Weleski, who 
with Jon Rubin is one of the co-creators of 
the restaurant. Art project or take-out 
restaurant. The co-founders call themselves 
artists and the medium they use is the 
sandwich wrap.  I think Combat Paper should 
make the paper wrap that holds the sandwich.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



ACT(ion) five: 
 
‘EYE FOR AN EYE’ is a phrase that is first recorded in 
1754 BC, in Mesopotamia. The Code of Hammurabi - 282 laws 
- were carved into the black basalt of a Giant black 
pillar shaped like a finger. Here are a few of those 
laws: 
 
 
 
 
 

  
196. If a man put out the eye of another man, 
his eye shall be put out.  

197. If he break another man's bone, his 
bone shall be broken. 

198. If he put out the eye of a freed man, 
or break the bone of a freed man, he shall 
pay one gold mina. 
199. If he put out the eye of a man's 
slave, or break the bone of a man's slave, 
he shall pay one-half of its value. 
 

200. If a man knock out the teeth of his 
equal, his teeth shall be knocked out 

201. If he knock out the teeth of a freed 
man, he shall pay one-third of a gold 
mina. 
 

202. If any one strike the body of a man 
higher in rank than he, he shall receive sixty 
blows with an ox-whip in public. 

203. If a free-born man strike the body of 
another free-born man or equal rank, he 
shall pay one gold mina. 
204. If a freed man strike the body of 
another freed man, he shall pay ten 
shekels in money. 



205. If the slave of a freed man strike 
the body of a freed man, his ear shall be 
cut off. 
206. If during a quarrel one man strike 
another and wound him, then he shall 
swear, "I did not injure him wittingly," 
and pay the physicians. 
 
 
 
 

209. If a man strike a free-born woman so that 
she lose her unborn child, he shall pay ten 
shekels for her loss. 

210. If the woman die, his daughter shall 
be put to death. 
211. If a woman of the free class lose her 
child by a blow, he shall pay five shekels 
in money. 
212. If this woman die, he shall pay half 
a mina. 
 

215. If a physician make a large incision with 
an operating knife and cure it, or if he open 
a tumor (over the eye) with an operating 
knife, and saves the eye, he shall receive ten 
shekels in money. 

218. If a physician make a large incision 
with the operating knife, and kill him, or 
open a tumor with the operating knife, and 
cut out the eye, his hands shall be cut 
off. 
219. If a physician make a large incision 
in the slave of a freed man, and kill him, 
he shall replace the slave with another 
slave. 
 

220. If he had opened a tumor with the 
operating knife, and put out his eye, he shall 
pay half his value. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
ACT(ion) six: 
  
(LEVITATION OF THE PENTAGON or TESTIMONY OF ABBIE 
HOFFMAN (“the Witness”) DURING THE TRIAL OF THE 
CHICAGO 8)  
 

 
 

THE COURT: . . . . I will let the witness tell about this asserted 
conversation with Mr. Rubin on the occasion 
described. 

 
MR. WEINGLASS: What was the conversation at that time? 
 
THE WITNESS: Jerry Rubin told me that he had come to New York to 

be project director of a peace march in Washington 
that was going to march to the Pentagon in October, 
October 21.  He said that the peace movement 
suffered from a certain kind of attitude, mainly 
that it was based solely on the issue of the Vietnam 
war.  He said that the war in Vietnam was not just 
an accident but a direct by-product of the kind of 
system, a capitalist system in the country, and that 
we had to begin to put forth new kinds of values, 
especially to young people in the country, to make 
a kind of society in which a Vietnam war would not 
be possible. And he felt that these attitudes and 
values were present in the hippie movement and many 
of the techniques, the guerrilla theater techniques 
that had been used and many of these methods of 
communication would allow for people to participate 
and become involved in a new kind of democracy. I 
said that the Pentagon was a five-sided evil symbol 
in most religions and that it might be possible to 
approach this from a religious point of view.  If 
we got large numbers of people to surround the 
Pentagon, we could exorcize it of its evil spirits. 
So I had agreed at that point to begin working on 
the exorcism of the Pentagon demonstration. 

 
MR. WEINGLASS: Prior to the date of the demonstration which is 

October, did you go to the Pentagon? 
 
 



THE WITNESS: Yes.  I went about a week or two before with one of 
my close brothers, Martin Carey, a poster maker, 
and we measured the Pentagon, the two of us, to see 
how many people would fit around it.  We only had 
to do one side because it is just multiplied by 
five. We got arrested.  It's illegal to measure the 
Pentagon.  I didn't know it up to that point. When 
we were arrested they asked us what we were doing.  
We said it was to measure the Pentagon and we wanted 
a permit to raise it 300 feet in the air, and they 
said "How about 10?" So we said "OK". And they threw 
us out of the Pentagon and we went back to New York 
and had a press conference, told them what it was 
about. We also introduced a drug called lace, which, 
when you squirted it at the policemen made them take 
their clothes off and make love, a very potent drug. 

 
MR. WEINGLASS: Did you mean literally that the building was to 

rise up 300 feet off the ground? 
 
MR. SCHULTZ: I can't cross-examine about his meaning literally. 
 
THE COURT: I sustain the objection. 
 
MR. SCHULTZ: I would ask Mr. Weinglass please get on with the 

trial of this case and stop playing around with 
raising the Pentagon 10 feet or 300 feet off the 
ground. 

 
MR. WEINGLASS: Your Honor, I am glad to see Mr. Schultz finally 

concedes that things like levitating the Pentagon 
building, putting LSD in the water, 10,000 people 
walking nude on Lake Michigan, and a $200,000 bribe 
attempt are all playing around.  I am willing to 
concede that fact, that it was all playing around, 
it was a play idea of this witness, and if he is 
willing to concede it, we can all go home. 

 
THE COURT:   I sustain the objection. 
 
MR. WEINGLASS: Did you intend that the people who surrounded the 

Pentagon should do anything of a violent nature 
whatever to cause the building to rise 300 feet in 
the air and be exorcised of evil spirits? 

 
MR. SCHULTZ: Objection. 
 
THE COURT:   I sustain the objection. 
 
MR. WEINGLASS: Could you indicate to the Court and jury whether 

or not the Pentagon was, in fact, exercised of its 
evil spirits? 

 
THE WITNESS: Yes, I believe it was. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

       
 
 

 
 



ACT(ion) seven: 
 
In thinking of what would happen if (or when) 
Ehren Tool tried to blackmail Drew and I for 
defacing the American flag (see action one). I 
thought of Dread Scott’s action in 1989 at the 
Art Institute of Chicago. As a young artist he 
laid an American Flag on the floor of the Museum 
and invited viewers to walk on the flag, so they 
could get to a book and a pen to write down their 
comments.  The piece was called: ‘What is the 
Proper Way to Display a US  Flag?’ In 1989, This 
action was used by the republicans to push a law 
forward.  The US Congress voted 97 – 0 to outlaw 
displaying the flag on the ground. Here is some 
samples of what was written in the book above the 
flag, achieved by Dread Scott:  
 

Dear Dread, Like someone who viewed the exhibit, I began reading 

other people’s comments standing next to the flag, but gradually 

moved to standing on it. As someone raised to be iconoclastic (at 

least I thought I was) it was an interesting moment of self-

awareness, which (I think) is the whole purpose of the display. 

Perhaps when human life and liberty is really valued above property 

(and symbols) in America we will all have more allegiance to the 

principles of “liberty” and “justice” for all. Congratulations on 

your courage in getting arrested to test this crazy law. 

P.S. Kudos to the gallery for their courage. Why is it OK to 

“Knowingly maintain on the ground homeless people but not the 

flag”??? 
 

________ 

I am a German girl. If we Germans would admire our flag as you all 

do, we would be called Nazis again…I think you do have too much 

trouble about this flag. 



________ 

In Russia you would be shot and your family would have to pay for 

the bullets. But once again what do you expect from a nigger named 

“Dread Scott”? 

________ 

Let it burn, Let it burn, let the Fucker Burn, Burn, Burn. The first 

time I had to confront the flag was in Vietnam–Black GI’s in my unit 

refused to stand & salute it! After much debate & anguish I did the 

same. The second time I was when I found Marine Vets burning the 

flag in anger, Finally I had to understand why youth carried the 

Viet Cong flag in support of the Vietnamese. I found out that it was 

because the Vietnamese were right & deserved to Win! Since then I’ve 

seen it burned all over the world & welcomed it. The US deserved to 

be defeated in Vietnam & deserves the same around the World. 

—Joe Urgo, Viet Vet-1968 

________ 

Hi, the flag is now folded on the shelf. I have the right to unfold 

it, but the veterans are here and I’m afraid to. Is it right (is it 

American) for me to feel afraid to exercise my rights? 

________ 

Right now a lady is on the ground crying because of what you have 

done. I feel you did something wrong and I feel you should be put in 

jail or have something done to you for this. I love my country and 

it hurts me to know that don’t. I hope you feel good about yourself 

for what you are putting people through. You’re an asshole. 

________ 

As a veteran defending the flag I personally would never defend your 

stupid ass! You should be shot! 

–U.S. Navy Seal Team 
   

 
Borrowed from:  
 http://www.dreadscott.net/works/what-is-the-proper-way-to-display-
a-us-flag/  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
ACT(ion) eight: 

(a text message between M Swaine by A Walsh) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AW: Combat Tampon: A form of tampon 
made from re-purposed military 
uniforms, shredded, then crushed 
into pulp with pressure and water. 
Then formed into various size 
tubes. 

 MS: I imagine all of these women, 
they are all nurses. All wearing 
white, their pockets full with 
tampons. But there are so many 
wounded soldiers with bullet holes 
bleeding that need stopping, the 
blood needs stopping, so they use 
the tampons to stop bleeding in 
soldier's bullet wounds. 

 

AW: How about we adapt an artillery 
vest and fill every compartment 
with sanitary pads, tampons, and 
moon cups? Choose a location where 
we will feel at ease giving these 
supplies away - a crowded bus, a 
public park on the weekend, a 
religious festival, an art gallery 
opening, outside a union hall, who 
knows. In this action, you freely 
offer monthly bleeding supplies as 
a gift to whomever may wish to 
accept them. The stuff is immorally 
expensive, given that 51% of the US 
population uses it. 
 



          MS- wait wait…I was thinking 
of this quote I remember but can’t 
find from Simone Weil who during 
WW I or II proposed, sent a letter 
to a high up general, de Gaulle, 
that he should drop a whole 
battalion of uniformed nurses onto 
the front line , they would 
parachute down , what an image, 
onto the front line. As an action 
to stop the war? I think this was 
her idea. Or were they armed? Her 
letter was ignored.   

 
AW: Simone, Simone!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

ACT(ion) nine:  
 
When I first saw the Hollander Beater turn 
a uniform into pulp I thought of this image 
that Hanna Pitkin refers to ‘the Blob’  
 
Brian Duff, (a Food Critic, has received several death 
threats for his food reviews) told me I need to read 
chapter 5 of ‘Attack of the Blob’ by Hanna Pitkin – about 
the political theorist Hannah Arendt. He gave me a 
summary over the phone: 
 
 “Some big points from Arendt are that action creates 
shared meaning. But often not in the way we intended. And 
that action happens whether we think about it as action 
or not — so we should think about it. Some big points 
from Pitkin are that blobs make thinking really hard — 
even or especially when you, or Arendt, say “don’t think 
about that blob!” Pitkin says Arendt makes a blob out of 
“the social,” where we act all the time, but think we are 
just doing our jobs. Pitkin doesn’t think that blob 
thinking is useful in getting us to engage in better 
action.” 
                      — Brian Duff 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
ACT(ion) ten: 
 
Start by looking around at everything you have in 
your possession. The thing on the table, or the 
stuff to the left of you, or that object that 
your grandmother gave you, your socks, your 
computer, the stuff in that drawer in the room. 
Find the object with the most meaning, the most 
history and the most importance. Sit around a 
table and use sharp tools like scissors or knives 
or you might need blunt objects like rocks or 
hammers then smash and/or cut the objects into 
small pieces. Keep cutting and smashing until it 
starts to move flow like a liquid. Now we have a 
paste or stew. Spread this paste onto your face. 
Coat your hands. Walk out into the world and let 
the world see what matters.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


